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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 17 July 2006 has been entered. 

2. Claims 17-19 and 21-31 have been presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 17 July 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

4. In response to the Applicant's arguments that none of the cited references disclose 
wherein a third party receives the transaction certificate, the Examiner disagrees. Column 8, 
lines 28-44 of Robinson discuss figure 5, which illustrates an example of how a customer can 
present the receipt back to the merchant for authentication. Specifically at column 8, lines 40-44, 
Robinson states that although figure 5 illustrates that the customer presents the receipt to the 
merchant computer, it is generally understood that the receipt may be received by any computer 
authorized by the merchant system. Therefore, Robinson discloses at column 8, lines 40-44 
wherein a third party receives the transaction certificate. 

5. The Applicant is reminded that patents are relevant as prior art for all they contain. The 
use of patents as references is not limited to what the patentees describe as their own inventions 
or to the problems with which they are concerned, and that they are part of the literature of the 
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art, relevant for all they contain. A reference may be relied upon for all that it would have 
reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art, including non-preferred 
embodiments. See MPEP § 2123; see also In re Heck, 699 F 2.d 1331, 1332-33, 216 USPQ 
1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983); see also Merck & Co, v. Biocr aft Laboratories, 874 F.2d 804, 10 
USPQ2dl843 (Fed. Cir.). 

6. See further rejections that follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 5,915,022 to Robinson et al., hereinafter Robinson. 

9. As per claims 1 8 and 21, Robinson teaches a method of a third party authenticating a 
transaction conducted between a first party and a second party, the method comprising: 

receiving, by a third party, a transaction certificate with an encrypted code (Figure 1-2 
[step 120], column 6, lines 23-48, column 7, lines 33-43, column 8, lines 38-44, i.e. if a customer 
obtains the merchant's public key the customer could decrypt the transaction receipt, the client 
presents the digital receipt page to the merchant computer or any computer authorized by the 
merchant); 

retrieving a public key of the first party (column 5, lines 47-50, i.e. if a customer obtains 
the merchant's public key the customer could decrypt the transaction receipt); 
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decrypting the encrypted code based on the retrieved public key of the first party to 
generate decrypted proof elements (column 5, lines 47-50, i.e. if a customer obtains the 
merchant's public key the customer could decrypt the transaction receipt); and 

declaring the conducted transaction including the decrypted proof elements as 
authenticated if the decrypting is successful (column 2, lines 31-43, column 6, lines 23-67, 
column 7, lines 1-33). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

11. Claims 17 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robinson in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,243,480 to Zhao et al., hereinafter Zhao. 

1 2. As per claims 1 7 and 22, Robinson teaches a method of a third party authenticating a 
transaction conducted between a first party and a second party, the method comprising: 

retrieving, by a third party, a public key of the first party (column 5, lines 47-50, column 
7, lines 33-43, column 8, lines 38-44, i.e. if a customer obtains the merchant's public key the 
customer could decrypt the transaction receipt, the client presents the digital receipt page to the 
merchant computer or any computer authorized by the merchant); 

decrypting the converted encrypted code based on the retrieved public key of the first 
party to generate decrypted proof elements (column 5, lines 47-50, i.e. if a customer obtains the 
merchant's public key the customer could decrypt the transaction receipt); and 
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declaring the conducted transaction including the decrypted proof elements as 
authenticated by the third party if the decrypting is successful (column 2, lines 31-43, column 6, 
lines 23-67, column 7, lines 1-33). 

13. Robinson does not teach receiving a hard copy transaction certificate with an encrypted 
code by a third party; and scanning the received transaction certificate to convert the encrypted 
code into electronic form. 

14. Zhao teaches receiving a hard copy of a document with partial authentication information 
and scanning in the analog reference to convert the encrypted code into an electronic form for 
verification (column 3, line 57 to column 4, line 14). 

15. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to print out a hard copy of 
the transaction receipt to be scanned in later to verify a transaction, since Zhao states at column 
3, lines 41-54 that such a modification would provide a way to authenticate a digital receipt that 
has been printed out without losing the authentication information. 

16. Claims 19 and 23-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robinson in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,285,991 to Powar, hereinafter Powar. 

1 7. As per claims 19 and 23, Robinson discloses a method of a third party authenticating a 
transaction conducted between a first party and a second party, the method comprising: 

receiving, by the third party, an encrypted transaction certificate (column 5, lines 47-50, 
column 7, lines 33-43, column 8, lines 38-58, i.e. if a customer obtains the merchant's public key 
the customer could decrypt the transaction receipt, the client presents the digital receipt page to 
the merchant computer or any computer authorized by the merchant); 
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retrieving a public key of the first party (column 5, lines 47-50, i.e. if a customer obtains 
the merchant's public key the customer could decrypt the transaction receipt); 

decrypting the encrypted code based on the retrieved public key of the first party to 
generate decrypted proof elements (column 5, lines 47-50, i.e. if a customer obtains the 
merchant's public key the customer could decrypt the transaction receipt); and 

declaring the transaction including the decrypted proof elements as authenticated if the 
decrypting is successful (column 2, lines 31-43, column 6, lines 23-67, column 7, lines 1-33). 

18. Robinson does not disclose decrypting the received encrypted transaction certificate 
based on a private key of the third party so as to generate a transaction certificate with an 
encrypted code. 

19. Powar teaches sending an encrypted statement using a public key system (column 4, lines 
55 to column 5, line 17, column 11, lines 1-50). It is known that in public key systems, the 
public key is available to the public either by the party or at a centralized location. When 
someone wishes to send an encrypted communication to the party, they retrieve the party's 
public key, encrypt the communication with the party's public key, transmit the encrypted 
message to the party at which point the party decrypts the message using the party's private key. 

20. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the party's public key to encrypt the transaction certificate for transmission to 
the party, since Powar states at column 5, lines 6-17 that such a modification would verify the 
message as being legitimate, since the party is the only one with the private key that could 
decrypt and read the message. 
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21 . Regarding claims 24 and 28, Robinson does not teach wherein receiving the transaction 
certificate comprises receiving an e-mail containing the transaction certificate. 

22. Powar discloses wherein receiving the transaction certificate comprises receiving an e- 
mail containing the transaction certificate (column 4, line 55 to column 5, line 38). 

23. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to e-mail the transaction certificate, since Powar states at column 4, line 32 to column 
5, line 38 that it would provide a secure interactive electronic account statement since the user is 
the only one that has the ability to decrypt the e-mail message to obtain the electronic statement, 
thereby providing a similar level of privacy and security to that of the United States Postal 
Service. 

24. Regarding claims 25 and 29, Robinson does not disclose wherein receiving the 
transaction certificate comprises receiving an e-mail containing a URL of the transaction 
certificate. 

25. Powar teaches wherein receiving the transaction certificate comprises receiving an e-mail 
containing a URL of the transaction certificate (column 4, line 55 to column 5, line 38). 

26. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to e-mail the URL of the transaction certificate, since Powar states at column 4, line 
32 to column 5, line 38 that it would provide a secure interactive electronic account statement 
since the user is the only one that has the ability to decrypt the e-mail message to obtain the 
electronic statement, thereby providing a similar level of privacy and security to that of the 
United States Postal Service. 
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27. With regards to claims 26 and 30, Powar discloses wherein the e-mail is sent by the first 
party (column 4, line 55 to column 5, line 38). 

28. With regards to claims 27 and 31, Powar teaches wherein the e-mail is sent by the second 
party (column 4, line 55 to column 5, line 38). 

Conclusion 

29. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian La Forgia whose telephone number is (571) 272-3792. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7-5. 

30. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

3 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Christian LaForgia 
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